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in " the Fathers." Now, how are plain and un- 
learned men to weed out all such errors from the 
works of the Fathers? Is it by the help of 
Cardinal Bellarmine, the greatest controver- 
sialist which the Roman Church has produced, 
that they can hope to do it ? 

Again, it is admitted by Roman Catholics 
that all private speculations and opinions of the 
Fathers are of no weight. It is only where they 
deliver the actual faith of the Church in their 
days, that they speak with any authority. How 
much of what is commonly quoted from the 
Fathers belongs to their own individual specula- 
tions and fancies, every one who has examined 
carefully such quotations, well knows; but how 
are unlearned men to make this distinction ? 

But it will be said that the Church of Rome 
appeals only to the " unanimous consent" of the 
Fathers — that is, that she relies upon them only 
when they all agree, and disregards them when 
they differ. Now, we are not going to speak 
with disrespect of the unanimous consent of the 
Fathers. Far from it ; we know that all the 
Fathers, and the whole church from the begin- 
ning, have all consented unanimously in all the 
articles of faith contained in the ancient Catholic 
creeds : in the Apostles' Creed, in the Nicene 
Creed, and in the Athanasiau Creed. We join in 
that same consent ; and we glory and rejoice in 
doing so, and in this consent we hope to live and 
die ; and while we do this, we trust that we hold 
the Catholic faith. But any unanimous consent 
among the Fathers, in any article of faith not 
contained in these creeds, we have never found. 
It is nothing new or strange to say thi3. It was 
felt and confessed by the Fathers themselves : 
" which ancient consent of Holy Fathers is not 
so carefully and diligently to be both sought 
for and followed, in every small question of 
the Divine law, but only, or at least especially, 
in the Rule of Faith" (i.e., the Catholic Creed). — 
St. Vincent Com., ch. 28. It is senseless to 
tlispute about the authority which should belong 
to any such consent, until we know whether 
there be any such consent. This ought to be 
brought to the test. "We here solemnly call upon 
the Roman Catholic bishops of Ireland, and upon 
the Roman Catholic priests of Ireland, upon all 
and each of them, to bring forward any other 
article of faith, in which they can show any such 
unanimous consent of the Fathers. Let them 
take any one of the twelve articles which Pope 
Pius the Fourth added to the creed of the Roman 
Church fifteen hundred and sixty-four years after 
Christ ; let them tell us any one of those twelve 
new articles of which they will undertake to show 
that it is supported as an article of faith by " the 
unanimous consent of the Fathers." If they 
will undertake to. answer this challenge, we 
undertake that the subject shall be fairly and 
candidly considered in our pages. H such .a 
unanimous consent can be shown for any one 
of those twelve new articles of faith, it will 
be a fair question then to consider what de- 
gree of authority should be allowed to such 
a consent. But if no Roman Catholic priest 
or bishop will venture to answer this chal- 
lenge, or to point out any one of those arti- 
cles, for which they can undertake to produce 
such a " unanimous consent of the Fathers," we 
may fairly conclude that the tiling is impossible ; 
that no consent of tke Fathers can be found in 
any articles of faith except, those contained in 
the ancient Catholic ereede. 

Why should not the Roman Catholic bishops 
and priests do this that we propose ? They 
boast of having converted many Protestants of 
learning, and candour, and sincerity. If it was 
by fair argument, and discussion, and proof, that 
ihey have converted them, why should they not 
liope to convert the conductors of this journal 
to all the same opinions, by the same means ? 
But there is a still more urgent reason for the 



Roman Catholic priests and bishops doing what 
we now call upon them to do. Discussion is now 
going on among the Roman Catholic laity, and 
their priests and bishops cannot safely disregard 
it. We warn them that what we now write will 
be read by thousands of Irish Roman Catholics. 
If no answer to our challenge be given, those 
thousands of Roman Catholics will easily under- 
stand that no answer can be given. Will the 
bishops and priests allow so many thousands to 
be led astray, if it be in their power to set them 
right ? How can they justify such negligence 
before God or man ? 

Our readers will remember that we have not 
shrunk from any discussion upon " the Fathers" 
that has been proposed to as; nor do we now 
shrink from it. But a regard for truth leads us 
to state clearly what authority we attribute to 
" the Fathers." We do not consider ourselves 
bound (no Roman Catholic does) to believe every- 
thing that has been said by any " Father :" we 
do not take any Father, or any number of Fa- 
thers, as the rule of our faith, or as an infallible 
authority ; because we know that " the Fathers" 
were men of like passions and infirmities as our- 
selves ; and we know that there have been errors 
in the Church in the days of the Apostles them- 
selves and in all succeeding times, and that the 
greatest and best of the Fathers have left us a 
warning (as Christ himself did) to call no man 
master on earth ; they have left us this warning 
in their writings, and also in their example, 
having each of them fallen into errors himself. 
But we do join in consent with the Fathers, so 
far as their consent has been shown to the 
world ; because we bring that consent to the 
Word of God, and examine, confirm, and estab- 
lish it by that Word. 

We do not reject the use of the Fathers. They 
are not our rule of faith ; but they are most 
valuable witnesses of the faith in their own day : 
valuable to confirm us in the faith they held ; 
and above all value in enabling us to convict of 
novelty all errors which have arisen in the 
Church since their times. We shall give an ex- 
ample in our next number of the " use of the 
Fathers," in this latter respect; and, mean- 
time, we entreat our Roman Catholic readers to 
examine \#iat we have now said, and to con- 
sider for themselves whether they can more rea- 
sonably hope to learn the true Catholic faith, 
by comparing the ancient Catholic creeds with 
the Word of God, or by searching each for him- 
self the thousand volumes of " the Fathers," 
with all their errors, all their speculations, all 
their forgeries, all their editions, and with all 
the appeals that have been made to their most 
flagrant errors by Cardinal Bellarmine himself. 



THE TOUCHSTONE. 

(Continued from page 56.) 

Objection 5 Protestants maintain, that God has 

not made any promise to his Church, that his Spirit 
should never depart from her ; and that his words, which 
he at first put in htr month (that is, the faith and doc- 
trine at first delivered to the saints) ehoxHi never depart 
from her mouth through all generations. 

Their own Bible, in plain terms, delivers this promise 
(Isaiah lix. 20, 21) — The Redeemer shall come to Zion, 
frc. This is my covenant with them, saith tke Lord ; my 
Spirit which is ttpon thee, and my words which I have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 

Beplt Protestants do not maintain this. They do 

not deny " that God has made a promise to his Church 
that his Spirit should never depart from her;" but they 
differ from Roman Catholics on the point what that 
Church is. They deny, as has been Bhown before, that 
by the Church is ever meant the Church of Rome. And 
if Roman Catholics abandon that point, and assume, that 
though Rome was -not at first the Church of Scripture — 
that Bhe took her riBealongwith others — but that she is now 
the one Church recognised by God, and that her future 
development being foreseen, to her the promises were 
given, we reply, that this is mere assumption, and 
an assumption which might equally well be made, and 
has been made, by others; for it is well known that, be- 



sides maDy other communities of Christians reckoning 
themselves churches, there is the Church of Constanti- 
nople, or Greek Church — a community of very large ex- 
tent. The members of the Greek Church are computed 
at about fifty millions ; comprising, besides the Greeks, 
nearly all the subjects of the vast Russian Umpire, and 
most of the Christian subjects of the Turkish Empire. 
They deny that they were ever subject to the Romish. 
Church, aud condemn it for claiming authority over 
them as strongly as the Church of England does. 

Now, Protestants indeed deny the claim, both of the 
Greek and Romish Churches, to universal supremacy. 
But if any Protestant alters his opinion on this point, 
and is convinced that there must be some one commu- 
nity on earth whose laws and rulers are entitled to the 
obedience of all Christians, his next question must be, 
what and where is that Church which he is to obey ? 
Which of these rival claimants— the Greek or the Ro- 
man ? And this question cannot, it is plain, be decided 
by the bare assertion of either of the claimants them- 
selves ; the appeal must be either to the actual posses- 
sion of miraculous gifts proving those claims, or to the 
plain words of Scripture. 

Now, the gifts we see they have not; the more intel- 
ligent among them would not rest upon them as evi- 
dence; and Scripture, as we have seen, says nothing at 
all about either Church. And we might fairly expect 
that on this point the declarations of Scripture should 
be particularly plain, so that no man of common sense 
need be in the least doubt on the matter ; for if, as Ro- 
man Catholics allege, the supremacy and infallible au- 
thority of their church was appointed on purpose to 
settle all disputes, we may be sure that our Lord, had 
such been his design, would not have left them in any 
doubt as to the authority they now refer to. He would 
never have left it a disputable point where men were to 
go to settle all disputes. 

Objection 6. — Protestants, to justify Luther (who, 
when he first began to set up the Protestant religion, 
stood alone against all the bishops and clergy upon 
earth), deny that there is any command in Scripture to 
hear the Church or submit to her decisions ; or that such 
as, like Luther, stand out against the established doc- 
trine of the whole Church, are thereby condemnable 
before God. 

Their own Bible, in plain words, teaches them 
another lesson (St. Matt, xviii. 17)— Jf he neglect to 
hear the Church, let him be to thee as a heathen and a 
publican. 

Reply — The case here spoken of — Matt, xviii. — is 
one of offences of private persons against each other, 
not of any questions of doctrine. The individual- sup- 
posed by our Lord to have committed the trespass 
against his brother, was, first, to try private remon- 
strance, and then lay the ease before the public assem- 
bly. Whether a Jewish or a Christian assembly be 
here meant, it is a case of private and personal injuries, 
in which no one thinks a Church an infallible tribunal. 
But the Church in the text probably meant the par- 
ticular synagogue with which the man might be con- 
nected. If he who had committed the trespass refused 
to hear the decision of his own church or synagogue, 
then he was to be — to the person he had injured and to all 
the members of that Church — as "a heathen man or a 
publican" — cut off, that is, from their communion ; but 
the Jews, in our Lord's time, claimed no authority to 
punish any one for being a heathen or publican. To 
excommunicate — that is, to exclude from her commu- 
nion — is all the right which the Church of Rome, or 
any other religious community, can have over its unruly 
members : Scripture acknowledges no other. 

Objection 7 Protestants will not allow that there 

is any necessity of adhering to the pastors and teachers of 
the Church, in order to be maintained in unity and truth ; 
and preserved from being carried about with every wind 
of doctrine by the slight of heretics. 

Their Bible expressly declares (Ephes.iv. 11,12, Ac.), 
that Christ has not only given apostles, and prophets, 
and evangelists, but also pastors and teachers, for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come in the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge oftlte Son of God, 
under a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of. the 
fulness of Christ. That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine by the slight of men ; but, speaking the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, which is the head .even 
Christ. And St. Luke X. 16 — He that heareth you (the 
pastors of the Church) heareth me : And he that despiseth 
you, despiseth me ; and he that despiseth me. despiseth'him 
that sent me. And Hebrews xiii. 7, kc— Remember them 
which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the 
word of God, whose faith follow — Jams Christ, tile same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines. Ver. 17 — Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and submit yonrselves. If 
Luther and Calvin had hearkened to these Divine les- 
sons, the Protestant religion would never have had a 
being. 

Reply Protestants do acknowledge the use of pastors 

and teachers in preserving unity of ordinances, and in 
assisting to maintain true doctrine in their respective 
churches. But they hold these pastors and teachers to 
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be fallible men, whose doctrine must itself be tried by 
Scripture, and tried thus by the members of their own 
flocks, accordingto their several ability. Such were, in 
the Jewish Church, the " Scribes," who, as our Lord 
said, " sat in Moses' seat," but who were, of course, 
not to be listened to when they (as He declared) " made 
the Word of God of none effect through their traditions." 

Our Lord's words (Luke x. 16) were addressed to 
the hearers of his own inspired followers, and do not 
apply to ordinary teachers. 

InHeb. xiii. 7 the Apostle expressly gives Chris- 
tians a test by which to try the doctrines even of their 
teachers. " Jesus Christ" — as preached by his inspired 
messengers — "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever." 

Now, we know no authentic record of that teaching 
except the Scriptures. The apostolic teaching as re- 
corded for us in the Bible is, therefore, our test ; and 
if Calvin and Luther had not made use of that, to try 
by it the doctrines of "those who bore rule overthem," 
we confess that the Protestant Reformation " would 
never have had a being," though our religion would 
have still been taught in the Bible, whether men at- 
tended to it or not. But general commands to obey our 
pastors no more imply that we are to obey them in 
everything, without using our own judgments, than 
general commands to obey magistrates or parents imply 
that we should comply with their will when they require 
us to do wrong. We should obey both pastors and 
magistrates so far as we can without disobeying God. 

Objection 8 Protestants deny that God has pro- 
mised that the children of the Church should, in all 
ages, fear the Lord, and flourish in righteousness and 
abundance of peace, as long as the sun and moon shall 
endure. Because they will have it, that the whole 
Christian Church, before their Reformation, was fallen 
from her allegiance to God. 

Their own Bible in plain terms contradicts this their 
assertion (_Ps. lxxii. 5, 7) — They shall fear thee as long 
as the sun and moon endure, throughout all gene- 
rations. In his days (that is, after the coming of 
Christ) shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of 
peace, so long as the moon endureth. 

Reply Protestants do not deny, but affirm that 

there always have been, and always will be, faithful 
worshippers, children of Christ's Church, who have 
feared the Lord, and shall do so" as long as the sun and 
moon endureth." And no one but a very ignorant 
Roman Catholic would pretend that his own church had 
always nourished in righteousness and peace ; since every 
one acquainted with history is aware that, for many 
ages, it was distracted by divisions, had even rival Popes, 
and was overrun by a general corruption of morals. 
(To be continued.) 



CorrfcSnantfence. 

Sir — I want to come to the point about the doctrine 
of purgatory. I want to know, once for all, if it was 
or im not, the doctrine of the Church of Christ in 
the first ages. Let us take the first three centuries to 
begin with. I call upon some learned Catholic 
layman, or Catholic priest, to publish the opinions 
of- the Fathers, who lived in those three centuries, in fa- 
vour of purgatory. And I call on you, sir, to publish 
anything of this kind that may be sent to you. I hope 
our priests will see that it is essential that this should be 
done, in order to counteract the effect of your articles ; 
and I hope that you will see that the fair play which 
you profess requires that you should publish it. 

I hope some Catholic more learned than me will 
have the charity to come forward and do this, for I have 
not been able to do it myself. 

I remain, your obedient, 
A Catholic. 

P.S — I hope you will insert this letter in every num- 
ber of your paper, until a satisfactory answer appears. 

We insert this letter willingly ; and consider ourselves 
bound to insert any answer, which gives references, ac- 
cording to our rule. It is not usual to publish letters 
more than once ; but the question which this letter puts 
is so important, that we will publish it.in three numbers 
of the Layman, to see if an answer can be got. But we 
could not undertake to publish it until a satisfactory 
answer (which we suppose means an answer giving pas- 
sages from those Fathers in favour of purgatory) ap- 
pears : for we are inclined to believe that we should, in 
that case, have to go on publishing it for ever. We be- 
lieve that not a single sentence can be quoted from the 
Fathers of the .three first centuries in favour of pur- 
gatory. But we think our correspondent's letter may 
provoke some one to send to us what the Fathers of those 
centuries have said against purgatory, in which there 
will not be the same difficulty. 



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 
We have much pleasure in inserting the following let- 
ter from Mr. Aylmer. We are anxious to show out 
rapected correspondent that we are willing to consider 



fairly all he has to say; and therefore, as his letter is 
rather discursive, and embraces a great variety of 
topics, we have numbered the paragraphs, and, at some 
sacrifice of space, propose to give a separate answer to 
each, prefixing some general remarks, which we think 
necessary to place our views in a true light. 

Sib — The April number of your journal contains, at 
pages 44 and 45, a rather lengthened notice of my letter 
to you in the month of March last, together with 
some allusions to my pamphlet on reading the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Tour present May number, at pages SI and 52, re- 
sumes the latter subject, especially in reference to my 
view of the 39th verse of the 5th chap, of John. 

You have so very fairly transcribed the whole of my 
argument, almost in juxta-position with your own re- 
marks, that, I assure you, sir, I am quite satisfied to 
leave the controversy between us on its own merits, 
and to abide by the decision of a discerning public. 

(') I perceive, however, you wish me to say whe- 
ther our Lord, in the particular text (St. John v. 39), 
' ' meant to speak of this Bible reading of the Jews with 
approbation or disapprobation." 

I am clearly of opinion, from the context, that our 
Saviour neither intended to commend nor condemn the 
Jews on this head ; but simply referred to it as one, it 
was to be supposed, most satisfactory to them, for the 
testimony or proof of his Divine mission, which it abun- 
dantly contained. 

( 2 ) In passing from the Jewish to the Christian dis- 
pensation, it is to be observed, that it was not a writ- 
ten law which was divinely prescribed for our gui- 
dance; but the teaching of the Apostles and their 
successors. The unwritten word was the first rule of 
Christianity. 

( 3 ) St. Irenaeus, one of the most distinguished of 
the early Fathers of the Church, and a disciple of the 
great St. Polycarp, in his 3rd book against heresies,* 
chap, iv., thus expresses himself as to the error of pre- 
tending that the reading of the Scriptures is absolutely 
necessary to know what we ought to believe and prac- 
tise, in order to work out our salvation: — " If the Apos- 
tles had not left us the Holy Scriptures, should we not 
be equally bound to follow and be guided by the traditions 
which they had intrusted to those to whom they had 
committed the charge of the churches which they had 
founded ? Many barbarous nations, who have received 
the faith in Jesus Christ, have been guided by this 
rule; preserving, without paper and ink, the truths of 
salvation written in their hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
keeping traditions with the utmost care, and believing, 
through Jesus Christ the Son of God, in one God, crea- 
tor of heaven and earth, and all that which exists 
therein. Those men, who have thus embraced the faith 
without witnesses, perhaps, may be esteemed barbarous 
without literature ; but with regard to doctrine, reli- 
gious practices, morals, and faith, they are wise, per- 
fect, and acceptable to God : living in justice, wisdom, 
and chastity." 

From this extract of the writings of so learned a 
doctor of the Church, one sees that there were multi- 
tudes of Christians, in the early ages, who had attained 
a complete knowledge of the articles of our faith, and a 
high degree of spirituality — "Made rich in Jesus Christ 
in all utterance and in all knowledge" (1 Cor. i. 5), 
though they had never read a syllable of the Sacred 
Volume. 

(') I must here dissent from your proposition, that 
the reading of the Scriptures is unquestionably of a 
" moral nature." lam sure, for the sake of your fair 
readers, you will not require me to cite book, chapter, 
and verses in the Old Testament to negative jour asser- 
tions. But perhaps you may be of those who think 
that such and such narratives, because they are to be 
found in Scripture, are not of an immoral nature ; to 
say so, in my humble opinion, is to aver that a wild 
beast springing from a thicket into a hermitage becomes 
harmless and tame. 

(') The "locking up" (as you express it), under pe- 
culiar circumstances, " of the treasure of heavenly 
wisdom," I consider anything but "a daring usurpa- 
tion ;" it is, in fact, but an obedience to the command of 
Christ himself, who forbade his Apostles to " cast pearls 
before swine" (St. Mat. viL 6) — " that is to say (observe 
some of the most eminent commentators of the Churches 
of England and Rome), " expose not the sacred truths 
and mysteries of the Gospel to the raillery of profane 
libertines and hardened Atheists — apply not the promises 
to the profane." The transcendent excellency of Christ 
and his grace, made known and offered in the Gospel, is 
compared to & pearl of great price, — Mat. xiii. 40. ( 6 ) 
At all events, "usurpation' or otherwise, I am quite 
certain you will agree with me, that it is by no means 
so great an exercise of authority as that binding and 
loosing, Jthat discretionary power of forgiving and re- 
taining sins, which, as Christ's legates, the priesthood 
unquestionably, according to God's Word, possess — St. 
Mat. xviii. 18, St. John xx.23, 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20. 



*Vid. Opera S. Irenaei Horn. Minuet's edition. 1710i likewise 
' Hilt. Litteriite de 1* Ville de Lyon." 



{') I now join issue with you, and affirm, on Scrip- 
tural grounds, that the priests are to be regarded as the 
judges appointed by God to expound the law, and their 

expositions to be considered binding Ezekiel xliv. 24, 

Mai. ii. 7, St. John xv. 27, Actsviii. 26, and subsequent 
verses. ( 8 ) It is manifest that, since the dead letter 
cannot speak for itself, the Christian law, without a 
living interpreter, can be no rule of faith. No legisla- 
ture ever made laws without providing judges and ma- 
gistrates to explain and enforce them ; for if we were to 
be exercising private judgment, where would be the end 
of litigation and dispute? ( 9 ) The Word 'of God con- 
sists not in the letter of Scripture, but m the spirit and 
meaning, of which, according to St. Paul, the priests are 
the "fit ministers."— 2 Cor. Hi. 6. 

Insist not, therefore, on the written Word of God alone. 
( 10 ) Our Blessed Lord, as I before intimated, never 
wrote, or commanded his Apostles to write anything. 
(") " In these days (God) hath spoken, ' not written,' 
to us by his own Son." — Heb. i. 2. Christ did not say to 
his first missionaries, Go, write and distribute Bibles to 
all nations; but Go, teach all nations (Sf. Mat. xxviii. 
19. ( ,2 ) He did not say, He that readeth or heareth. 
the Scripture heareth me ; but, He that heareth yon, 
heareth me. — St. Luke x. 16. He did not say, He that 
will not read the Scripture ; but, He that will not hear 
the Church, is to be considered as a heathen and a pul*- 
lican St. Mat. xviii. 17. 

For these reasons, I contend for a two-fold rule of 
of faith, consisting of Scripture and tradition, and most 
certainly an interpreting authority in the Church. 
( 13 ) You cannot, observes St. Jerome, make your 
way into the Scriptures, without having a guide be- 
fore you to show you the road ; and what better 
selection could be made than from amongst those to 
whpm "it hath seemed good to the Holy Ghost (Acts 
xv. 28) to decide?" ( u ) St. Paul, in his 2nd Epistle to 
the Thessalonians, exhorts them to ' * stand fast, and 
hold the traditions which they have learned" (2 Thess. ii. 
xiv.) ; and, moreover, in the next chapter, charges them 
to withdraw themselves from every brother walking dis- 
orderly, and not according to the U adit ion which they 

have received 2 Thess. iii. 6. The same Apostle praises 

the Romans (chap. vi. 17), because they kept "that 
form of doctrine" into which they had been delivered. 
Confirmatory of this, he writes to Timothy (2 Tim. i. 
13) "to hold the form of sound words which he had 
heard of him- in faith." 

I cannot regard Holy Scripture as the be-all, end-all, 
and sine qua non of religion, inasmuch as all necessary 
points of Christian doctrine were taught and believed for 
many years before any part of the New Testament was 
written. Besides, where do you leave the fact that, for 
nearly .fifteen centuries, until the invention of printing, 
the whole Scripture was little better than a sealed book to 
the great Christian community ? (' 5 ) To tell me, there- 
fore, that the Bible is the sole rule of faith, is to ad- 
vance a monstrous absurdity, and to state we were 
without any rule of faith for several hundred years I 
To preach to a man that he must take his faith from a 
book he is unable to read, is as preposterous as to advise 
a cripple to run for his life ! Is it to controvert this you 
assert, at top of p. 52, that "the Scriptures were ad- 
dressed to all and were to be read by all," because St. 
Paul (1 Thess. v. 27) charges the Thessalonians, that 
his first short five-chapter epistle to them should be 
read, not by, but to all the holy brethren ? (»«) From- 
these observations, or indeed from anything I may- 
write on the subject, I most sincerely hope you will 
not conclude that I either distrust or depreciate the 
Holy Scriptures. I hold my Bible in the highest estima- 
tion ; I profess it to be the pure oracles of God, and that 
we are rather bound to lose our lives than concur any way 
to its profanation. My intention is to give evident proof 
that tradition, and the instruction of pastors, are as suffi- 
cient to make good Christians now as in the first ages of 
Christianity. ( u ) St. Augustine, in the fifth century, 
thought precisely as St. Irenauis in the second ; and 
although the immediate cause of his own conversion was 
the incidental reading of a passage in St. Paul's Epis- 
tles, yet he say s " that a man, animated with faith, 
hope, and charity, and guided by the decisions of his) 
pastors, is in no need of Scripture, unless he had the 
charge of teaching others. I would not believe the 
Gospel, if the authority of the Church did not move 
me thereto." 

I have already stated, in a former communication, 
that I am decidedly for Scriptural education, but ad- 
ministered in a proper and convenient form. I now 
say, what indeed may be as clearly inferred from my 
pamphlet, that the reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
when attended with the spirit of humility, steady faith, 
without which it is impossible to please God (Heb. xi. 
6), and unreserved deference and docility to the deci- 
sions or interpretations of the Church, cannot be too 
much recommended. Further than this I cannot cede one 
iota. The Sacred Volume should never be made an or- 
dinary school-book, nor the key of heaven to an un- 
lettered craftsman. 

( ia ) You have inquired where the true sense of the- 
Holy Scriptures is to be found, which the Roman. Church 
professes to enjoy; but which you assert she has never 
published. 



